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GERRE DI SOTTO - TICINO 

OLD TICINO MANSION WITH LAND 

 

SITUATION 

Located in the Locarno district of Gerre di Sotto, this old Ticino manor house is listed 

in the catalogue of cantonal historical assets and belonged*, at least for a time, to the 

noble Orelli family of Locarno. 

 

The house is located on the old link road between Locarno and Bellinzona (where traces 

can still be seen) and served as a change of horses for those passing through. 

 

The house is on three levels, plus a basement with interesting vaulted cellars. The 

generous plot of 1207 m2 allows the buyer to plan a complete and interesting 

renovation. It is also still possible to build on the plot by exploiting the remaining 

potential. 

* according to the documents below, taken from the cultural heritage office and the inventory of chapels and wall 

paintings of the Centre for Dialectology and Ethnography of the Canton of Ticino. 

 

SALE PRICE BUILDING WITH LAND: CHF 850’000.- 

 

Sales contact: Luca Lafranchi  

Languages: IT / FR / EN 

Tel: 078 886 89 78 

E-mail: luca.lafranchi@gmail.com 
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FEATURES 

The building is located in a sunny, quiet area away from traffic. 

The garden opens to the south with a magnificent view of the mountains. 

On the ground floor is a 2-room flat currently rented out to third parties. 

The cycle path that passes right in front of the property connects Locarno with 

Bellinzona and makes it possible to cycle safely on the Magadino plain. 

Here are some services and places nearby: 

• kindergarten 100 metres away (1 min. on foot) 

• playground at the kindergarten 

• primary school 750 metres away (10 min. walk) 

• church 450 metres away (6 min. on foot) 

• bus stop line 311 (Locarno - Bellinzona) 250 metres away (2 min. walk) 

• cycle path Locarno - Bellinzona directly opposite 

• butcher's shop 550 metres away (8 min. walk) 

• Bank “Raiffeisen” 650 metres away (10 min. walk) 

• Supermarket Migros, Coop, Aldi and Lidl 2 km away (4 min. by car or 8 min. by 

bike) 

• SBB railway station approx. 2 km away (4 min. by car or 9 min. by bike) with 

parking facilities 

• “Riarena” stream close by where it is possible to bathe 

• “Boschitt” nature area in the vicinity of the Ticino river 

• “CSSI” inter-communal social sports centre 300 metres away 
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POSITION 

Accessibility: 

• Locarno 15 minutes by car 

• Bellinzona 20 minutes by car 

• A2 motorway exit of Camorino 15-20 minutes by car 
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INTENDED USE 

In addition to conversion into a family home or flats for income, it should be borne in 

mind that the plot is located in an extensive residential area, in which tourist and 

commercial activities are permitted. With the cycle path nearby, halfway between 

Locarno and Bellinzona, the building could be converted into a B&B with a possible 

tavern/restaurant. 
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PARCEL DESCRIPTION 

MUNICIPALITY LOCARNO 

Parcel no. 4559, in Via Sassariente 19, Gerre di Sotto 

 

 

The property, located in the extensive residential area (RE), consists of: 

A protected building 4559A = 151 m ² 

B Building 4559B =    9 m ² 

NE Unbuilt surface area = 1'047 m ² 

Total =  1'207 m ² 

 

In the document "700.3_NAPR_PdM_24.06.2020 - Norme di attuazione del PR.PdM 

del Comune di Locarno", the building potential of the Extensive Residential Zone is 

defined. 

Here is an excerpt: 

Art. 23 Extensive residential area (RE) 

1. In the extensive residential zone, residential, tourist, commercial and non-disturbing activities 

are permitted. 

2. The following building parameters apply: 

- maximum building height at the eaves: 6.50 m; 

- maximum utilisation rate: 0.5;  

- maximum occupancy rate: 30 %; 

- minimum green area: 30 % of the building area of the plot; 

- minimum distance from boundaries: m 4.00. 

3. Degree of noise sensitivity: II. 
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REFERENCES TO THE NOBLE ORELLI FAMILY 

 

Bibliography "Storia e storie di Gerra Verzasca Valle e Piano di Aquilino Gnesa", 

mentioned in the census card of the cultural heritage office SBIC 4933 
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INVENTORY OF CHAPELS AND WALL PAINTINGS  

Centre for Dialectology and Ethnography of the Canton of Ticino 
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A MENTION OF THE ORELLI FAMILY 

The Orelli family, together with the main families of the time such as the Muralti, Tuni, 

Magoria etc, were important entrepreneurs and represented the Locarnese 

entrepreneurial backbone. 

On 3 March 1555, these families were sent into exile because they were part of the 

Protestant community that had arisen in the previous years. 

Once they migrated to Zurich, they found better fortunes on the banks of the Limmat, 

where families such as the von Muralt and von Orelli families still play important roles 

today. 

The Zurich printing house Orell Füssli is a case in point: in 1735 the company was taken 

over by Conrad von Orell, a descendant of Protestant refugees who had fled from 

Locarno, and Hans Rudolf Füssli. 
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SURVEYS 

The surveys carried out are indicative and may contain inaccuracies and errors.  

The rooms in red were not accessible at the time of the survey. 

 

CELLARS 
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GROUND FLOOR  
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1ST FLOOR 
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2ND FLOOR 
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PHOTO COLLECTION   
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2nd floor

 



 16 

 



 17 

1st floor
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Cellars 
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Tinera at PT

 

 

NOTE: some rooms on the 1st and PT are not shown in the photos as they are currently 

occupied.
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VIEWS 

South view 1st floor 

 

 

 



 22 

 



 23 

View west 2nd floor 
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North view 1st floor 

 

 


